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[image: ][image: c001d6cdb0e2596018422584351760d6][image: c001d6cdb0e2596018422584351760d6]Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 
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[image: ]From Pastor Liz
Dear Friends,
Happy New Year – Welcome to 2020! Now, what can we do and what should we be doing as a church so this year 
and future years are as bright and exciting as the ones we have left behind?  
	First and foremost – please be in prayer for Chestnut Hill UMC and all its ministries.  Our ultimate job as a Christian community is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ. What are you specifically doing to make new disciples? When was the last time you invited someone without a church home to come worship with you on Sunday morning?  Make it a goal to ask at least one person a month to come to church with you and the church will grow.  
	Support the church with your presence – be here whenever possible. Support the church with your gifts – not just 
to give to help with the church budget, but because we need to give back to God a portion on what God has given to us.  Support the church with your service – if something needs to be done, don’t wait to be asked, volunteers are always needed.  Look for new ways Chestnut Hill can be in mission ministry to our community, state, nation, and world.
	My prayer is that God will bless us as a congregation in this New Year and that each of us might be blest as individuals as well.
					
Blessing, Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Liz
[image: ]
Ash Wednesday Service 
	Our Ash Wednesday worship service, which will mark the start of Lent (the forty days, not 
counting Sundays, leading to Easter), will be held on Wednesday, February 26 at 7:00 p.m. Ashes will be imposed on the foreheads, or a hand (if  you wish), of those so desiring, to show a mark of penitence.  On this day, we recall our mortality and wait upon the Lord for a renewing Spirit.  It is a time for putting aside the sins and failures of the past, in the light of who we are yet to become, by the grace of God.  Our worship services and experiences, during this time, are part of a larger environment of repentance and growth in grace.  We are to be tested by the Spirit, so that our participation in the meaning of the Easter faith may be authentic, and a true, dying and rising with Christ to new life in God.

[image: ]
Sunday, February 9 ~ 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
	The Lynchburg District will be offering training for all church officers and committee members on Sunday, February 9, location to be announced.  This training is especially helpful to persons new to their positions, but returning members may wish to attend also.


[image: ]
Mitten Trunk
	What a BLESSING! We had an absolute ABUNDANCE of mittens and accessories come in for our trunk this year. Thank you so much for your generous donations to help those less fortunate. Thank you, thank you, thank you, for your wonderful support!!
				~Pat Short, Worship
[image: ]
Top of the Hill Program 
We will meet on Wednesday, January 22, at 11:00 a.m., at the church. This will be our Planning Session. Bring a sandwich. Dessert and drinks provided. 

[image: ]Mission Memo
The cart for December held many goodies for Park View Mission.  We collected 5 containers of baby food; 6 packs of baby wipes that equaled 792 wipes; and on baby powder. Hygiene products collected included: 12 Deo., 5 toothpastes, 6 body washes, 1 hair & body wash, 1 shampoo, and 4 hand sanitizers. For cleaning we collected 1 Lysol toilet cleaner and 1 Lysol disinfectant wipes. Food items we collected: 1 box of 30 Nature Valley Biscuit bars; 2 boxes of stuffing mix; 3 boxes of muffin mix; 12 cans of green beans; 6 cans of corn; and 2 cranberry sauce. One bag of small misc. hygiene products were donated. Thank you for your generous donations. These will go to make a Merry Christmas for clients at Park View Mission. 
For the months of January and February we will collect these food items: canned fruits and vegetables, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, and granola bars. For hygiene items we will collect deodorant, lotion, body wash, shampoo, and baby wipes. Your on-going support for this mission helps to keep it operating. We wish all of you a Happy healthy New Year!  
~Thank you, Linda Jessen & The Mission Committee

Food Cart...
[image: ]	We  will be collecting items for the Food Cart for Park View Community Mission. 
For the Month of JANUARY/FEBRUARY
“canned fruits and vegetables, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, and granola bars. For hygiene items: deodorant, lotion, body wash, shampoo, and baby wipes.”
This will assist people through Park View Community Mission. NOTE: Please put all liquids in the box provided. Tape down all flip top bottles. Please place in the food cart, located in the Commons. Help those in need.

[image: ]Gifts & Memorials
In Honor Of:
Robbie Perrow
Given by: Beryl Martin
[image: ]
Congratulations… 
Our grandson, Jake Richardson, graduated from Virginia Commonwealth University on December 13 with a BS degree in exercise physiology. He’s staying at VCU to work on his master’s degree.
 							~Dan & Judy Robertson




[image: ]Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church extends Christian love and sympathy to the family of Doris W. Finch and especially this her brother, Raymond Witt, and daughter-in-law, Marie Finch. Mrs. Finch passed away on December 29, 2019.
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Thank you all for your thoughtfulness during my accidents. Your prayers, calls, and cards meant so much. Love to you all!
						~Neta Pearson


[image: ]There will be a choir practice on Tuesday, January 7, and we will resume back on Thursdays, 
January 16th. Bell Choir will resume on Thursday, January 30th.
~Heather Wilson, Director of  Music

[image: ]
Money Counters Needed
For anyone who could volunteer their time on Sunday mornings contact Brenda Torian. 

The Merry Marthas Circle will meet at church on Wednesday, January 8 at 10:00. Kitty Burgess will be the hostess. Our program will be "Prayer and Self-Denial" and an offering will be collected. 
On February 12, we will go out to lunch for our Valentine celebration. Place and time will be announced later.   
[image: ]I want to thank all those who helped prepare and serve the Park View dinner in November.  We are scheduled to do it again May 6 and November 4 of 2020. Save the dates if you are able to help!   
Once again, our congregation has been so generous with the Humankind Angel Tree! We provided Christmas presents for 30 angels! I welcome feedback about whether you like having the choice of shopping for your angel or writing a check. We had only 8 this time that chose to write a check. And thanks to all the women who wrapped the gifts that the Humankind staff shopped for.          
	Another big "thank you" to all the women who helped prepare the Christmas gift bags for shut-ins. We delivered 17 bags and 7 small poinsettias to shut-ins and church staff from the UMW. Beryl Martin sent cards to ones out-of-town. 		~Judy Robertson

[image: ]Read Ahead 
Each Sunday The lectionary provides us with  readings from the Gospel, the Epistles (Letters) the Old  Testament and the Psalms.  The lectionary  follows a three year cycle, which when finished will have covered the majority of the Bible.  Pastor Liz believes that reading ahead will increase your understanding and enjoyment of the service. 
January 5, 2020, Epiphany Sunday. The Scriptures are Ephesians 3:1-12 & Psalm 147.  The sermon text is Matthew 2:1-12 and the message is “Apostrophe”.
January 12, 2020, Baptism of the Lord Sunday. The Scriptures are Acts 10:34-43 & Psalm 29.  The sermon text is Matthew 3:13-17 and the message is “Down to the River”.
January 19, 2020. The Scriptures are 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 & Psalm 40.  The sermon text is John 1:29-42 and the message is “Jesus”.
January 26, 2020. The Scriptures are Isaiah 9:1-4 & Psalm 27. The sermon text is Matthew 4:12-23 and the message is “A Dream”.



United Methodist Women’s News 
[image: ]On Saturday, December 14th our Unit had their Annual Christmas Luncheon.  As always we prepared the gift bags for our "shut-ins" and afterwards wrapped the remaining gifts for the children at HumanKind and then we enjoyed the food prepared  by our members  which was absolutely wonderful! 
I thank all of our members for their continued dedication to the UMW Purpose! 
						~Linda Wright

 OUR ATTENDANCE

SUNDAY SCHOOL		   WORSHIP
11/24				29					51
12/1					23					40
12/8					29					60
12/15				24					56
12/22				27					61
12/24									75
12/29				17					46

January Birthdays
	01	Mary Gibson
02	LeAnn Glass
       Brenda Torian
04	Daniel Kennen
05	Gloria Coleman
	Ryan Lacy
06	Brenda Lyons
07	Brian Thomas
08	Hylton Glass
09	Samantha Allen
	Warren Cole
	Micajah Mason
	Helen Snow
10	Cindy Hanowitz
11	Geoffrey May, Sr.
12	Sean Childers
	Tara Collins
13	Ruth Ann Harris
14	Jennifer Witt
15	Carl Yates
16	Jeanette Levin
17	Kyle Kennen
18	Tatum Burgess
       Christopher Harris
	Taylor Hendricks
	19	Whitney McGlothlin
	Michael Thomas
20	Matthew Marshall
	Jeremy VandeBogart
21	Dennis Miller
23	Aaron Yost
24	Lloyd Smith, Jr.
25	Tracy King
	Austin King
29	Laura Woolley
30	Margaret Johnson
31	Brice Mattson
	Bert Scott, Jr.
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February Birthdays
	1	Autumn Hendricks
2	Andrea Baughman
3	Rebecca Beiler
4	Dylan Phillips
5	Kayleigh Morris
7	David Maxham
	Jodie Odenbach
9	Michael Phillips
10	Gary Regan
11	Debra Higginbotham
	Jason McGlothlin
	Maris Tiller
13	Paul Crosby, Jr.
	Lanie Jay
	Barbara Murrell
	Kirsten Tiller
15	Richard Pusey
	Ted Stables

	16	Bob Elium
17	Christopher Gibson
19	Patricia Binkley
20	Sue Barker
	Bonnie Buchanan
22	Karen Gunter
23	Ty Burgess
       Kimberly Rutledge
25	Elaine Clarke
	Ian Richardson
	Jan Wiley
26	Donald Yost
28	Charles Moore
	John White, III
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Is Worship For You???
[image: ]The focus of our church (and church membership) is to celebrate that Jesus is Lord on a daily basis, but specifically 
at Sunday worship. Whatever we believe to be most important in our lives is what we give our time and money to. Perhaps your absence from regular weekly worship of your professed Lord says something about what you truly believe.	
	The question is, “Where are you on Sunday mornings?” Are you worshiping Christ? Or are you worshiping some other king - other outside interests, sleeping, work, etc.? Perhaps you have drifted away from what was once an important part of your life.
	This is a new year - and many find this a good time to realign their priorities and place Jesus Christ back in the forefront of their lives. The number of friends and family that come to worship each week with us here at Chestnut Hill UMC 
is growing. We would like to include you in that number. Make this new year a time when you re-center your life on Jesus Christ and worship him on a regular basis.

My Personal Church Goals for 2020
[image: ]1- That everything we do as a church will be God’s will, enabled by the Holy Spirit and undergirded by prayer and that all worship will be done with care and excellence
2- To work together to strengthen our financial base in order to pay our apportionments in full and support God’s mission and ministry.  This will help us to make this a vital growing congregation into the 22nd Century.
3- We will work toward increasing our weekly attendance through commitment and outreach by welcoming and 
inviting and to increase overall  Sunday School attendance, Bible study, covenant groups and prayer groups.  
4- To encourage interaction and co-operative ministry with other churches.
5-  To be intentional about finding mission opportunities in our community. 
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	Those Who Serve ~ JANUARY
USHERS:  Fred Norvelle, Head Usher
NURSERY CAREGIVER:
Erin Ecklund, Nursery Supervisor
JANUARY GREETERS:
1/5			~Jane White
1/12		~Linda Wright
1/19		~Marsha Burks
1/26		~Pat Short
OFFERING COUNTERS:
Brenda Torian, Eleanor Maxham
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Ages 4-11)
Information will be provided in the bulletins.

**************************
Those Who Serve ~ FEBRUARY
USHERS:  Fred Norvelle, Head Usher
NURSERY CAREGIVER:
Erin Ecklund, Nursery Supervisor 
FEBRUARY GREETERS:
2/2			~Elaine Clarke
2/9			~Kitty Burgess
2/16		~Pat Short
2/23		~Barbara LeFew
OFFERING COUNTERS: Jerry Lease, Judy Lease, 
                                               Valerie Witt
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Ages 4-11)
Information will be provided in the bulletins.

**************************
[image: ]GOOD NEWS  is published monthly for members and friends of Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church. Send articles to the church office by the 15th of the month. (Subject to change.)

**************************
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	Our Church Financial Picture
Through the end of November 2019
General Operating Funds:
Needed to meet our 2019 Budget	$  233,633.00
Needed to meet our budget to date	$  214,164.00
Actual receipts to date				$  173,898.00
Shortage to meet budget to date		$     40,266.00
Actual expenditures to date			$   189,336.00
Shortage to meet expenses to date	$       15,438.00
Joy In Missions Funds:
Our Giving Goal for 2019			$      11,600.00
Needed to meet our goal to date		$        10,633.00
Actual receipts to date				$        10,270.00
Special Offerings* (not budgeted):
Received to date					$          9,732.00
Dispersed to date					$          8,932.00
*Christmas, Easter, Annual Conference,
World Communion, etc.
2019 Joy In Mission Donations 
To date, the following amounts have
 been paid to the missions indicated.
1. Missionary Covenant Relationship$2,500  1,875.00
2. Interfaith Outreach		            	$1,000      750.00
3. Park View Mission, Food for 
Families			             			$1,750  1,827.00
4. Society of St. Andrew	             	$1,000     750.00
1. Adult Care Center		             	$    500     350.00
2. Blue Ridge Area Food Bank	         $    500     375.00
3. Camp Timothy		             	         $    500     500.00
4. Churches for Urban Ministry            $    500     375.00
5. Daily Bread			          	$    500      375.00
6. Free Clinic			             	         $    500     375.00
7. Good Neighbor		             		$    500          0.00
8. Habitat for Humanity	             	$    250     187.50
 9. Heifer Project		             		$    500          0.00
10. UMCOR-Non-Administrative          $    500        0.00
11. Undesignated		              		$    600      358.01
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Meals on Wheels (Souper Bowl)              $ 1,409.00
UMCOR (One Great Hour of Sharing)   $      385.00
UMCOR (Tornado/Hurricane Relief)	    $         0.00
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   			 Chestnut Hill United
                  Methodist Church
4660 Fort Avenue, Lynchburg, VA 24502

Phone Number: 434-239-8423: FAX: 434-239-7209
E-mail: chestnuthillumc@comcast.net
On the web: www.chestnuthillumc.net

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday~9:00 am—3:30 pm
Friday~9:00 am-1:00 pm[image: ]
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DIRECTORY OF 
CHESTNUT HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
	
	Sharma Lewis
	Richmond Area Resident Bishop

	
	Scott Davis
	Lynchburg District Superintendent

	
	Liz Ecklund
	Minister

	
	Vernie Barrow
	Minister Emeritus

	
	Monica C. Campbell
	Administrative Assistant

	
	Heather Wilson
	Director of Music Ministry

	
	Judy Martin
	 Bookkeeper

	
	Judy Robertson
	Lay Leader

	
	Erin Ecklund
	Nursery Supervisor
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May the dawn of this New Year:
Fill your heart with new hopes;
Opens up new horizons;

And bring for you promises

\ brighter tomorrows.
-~ / ve a wonderful year ahead.
o Happy New Year!
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